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Dr. Randall Johnson

The Love Connection
Christian Fellowship
With one or two around you, discuss what life
would be like if your best friend at church
suddenly vanished.

For Reference
Christian fellowship can be the sweetest of

gifts and the darkest of nightmares. It was
designed by God to knock the rough edges
off of our ability to love. When it is going
great and we are on the same wavelength
with our Christian friends, it is as if God sent
a little piece of heaven down to us in the
form of our mates in Christ. When there is
conflict or betrayal or abandonment, it may
even lead us to question whether God is real
or not. We often judge God by the character
of fellow believers. That’s not entirely fair,
of course, but that is what we do.
God wants to train us to love one another,
and that includes confronting one another in
love (not as easy as it sounds), forgiving
when we’ve been deeply hurt, and even
choosing to move out of relationship when
the other person becomes cancerous to us
and others. In the end, He teaches us to love
one another the way He has had to love us.

Matthew 10:24-39
24"A student is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his
master. 25It is enough for the student to be like his teacher, and the
servant like his master. If the head of the house has been called
Beelzebub,[a] how much more the members of his household!
26"So do not be afraid of them. There is nothing concealed that will
not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. 27What I tell
you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is whispered in your ear,
proclaim from the roofs. 28Do not be afraid of those who kill the body
but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy
both soul and body in hell. 29Are not two sparrows sold for a
penny[b]? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the
will of your Father. 30And even the very hairs of your head are all
numbered. 31So don't be afraid; you are worth more than many
sparrows.
32"Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge
him before my Father in heaven. 33But whoever disowns me before
men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven.
34"Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I
did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35For I have come to turn
" 'a man against his father,
a daughter against her mother,
a daughter-in-law against her mother in-law—
36 man's enemies will be the members of his own household.'[c]
37"Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not
worthy of me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more than me is
not worthy of me; 38and anyone who does not take his cross and
follow me is not worthy of me. 39Whoever finds his life will lose it,
and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.

Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.
– Romans 12:9
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Points to Ponder
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Romans 12:9-21

Read Romans 12:9-21 and answer the following
questions:

1. What should sincere love look like? (verse 9)

2. What would it mean to hate the evil in a brother
or sister in Christ and cling to what is good?
(verse 9)
3. What would be some examples of “honoring one
another above yourselves?” (verse 10)
4. How have you seen hospitality modeled?
(verse13)

Love
9Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to
what is good. 10Be devoted to one another in
brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.
11Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual
fervor, serving the Lord. 12Be joyful in hope,
patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13Share with
God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality.
14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not
curse. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with
those who mourn. 16Live in harmony with one
another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate
with people of low position.Do not be conceited.
17Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to
do what is right in the eyes of everybody. 18If it is
possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace
with everyone. 19Do not take revenge, my friends,
but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: "It
is mine to avenge; I will repay,"says the Lord. 20On
the contrary:
"If your enemy is hungry, feed him;
if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his
head."21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome
evil with good.

5. Which do you find harder, rejoicing with those
who rejoice or mourning with those who mourn,
and why? (verse 15)

6. What in this verse (16) gives you a clue to how to live in harmony with one another?

7. Why might it not be possible to live with someone in peace? (verse 18)
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FWQ:

Frequently Wondered
Questions (but not often asked)
•

Pick one or two and discuss whether you
agree or disagree with the answer and why.

Am I supposed to treat fellow Christians
differently than unbelievers?

Paul said in Galatians 6:10, “Therefore, as we have
opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to
those who belong to the family of believers.” We are
considered family with fellow Christians. What that
means is that we go out of our way to love each other
and repair any breaches in our relationships. We are
responsible to take care of our family’s needs above all
others. But as Paul tells us, we will have opportunities
to love unbelievers as well and we should take those
opportunities as from God. He is indicating that He
wants us to love them because He loves them and is
reaching out to them to help them see what it would
be like to be a member of His family.
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I have friends with whom I used to
engage in less than tasteful
language and behavior. How do I
back away from those types of
behavior without being rude or
appearing ‘holier than thou’?
About the only way to do this is to stop the
behaviors but continue to hang out with them
(unless the way they’re hanging out is actually
contrary to God’s way of righteousness), and
then when they ask why you aren’t acting the
same way, explain that you have become
convinced that such behavior is not right for
you. Of course, it is not right for anyone, but
you are keeping it personal instead of
slamming them. If they are really interested in
you as a friend and not afraid to find out why
you feel the way you do now, they’ll ask more.
This gives you a chance to share your
testimony and hopefully explain why the
behavior is not right in more terms than just
“God says so.”

I used to have difficulty relating to
Christians, but now it is a challenge
relating to unbelievers. How do I
interact without alienating them?
Our job is not to change the behavior of unbelievers, but to lead
them to the Savior who can and will change their lives as He
changed ours. We are not around them for the purpose of pointing
out everything they do wrong and quote a scripture verse. That is
not why God put us in their lives. We are there to reflect His light in
our lives and share what He has done for us. We are there to do
deeds of love and righteousness so that they can see that God has
been at work in our lives. When they ask us the reason for the hope
within us, that is our opening to get more explicit with the message
of scripture.
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FWQ (continued)

My family member(s) (spouse,
father, mother, brother, etc.) are not
believers. How do I share Christ
with them without creating
separation?

of the church. This individual is threatening the
unity of the body and needs help to come to
wholeness and obedience. The leadership
should evaluate this matter and make a
judgment between the two of you. Regardless of
the outcome, we need to forgive this individual,
just as we would want them to forgive us, just as
Christ forgave us. But reconciliation will only
take place if both taking ownership in their
failure to love well and to forgive each other.

Jesus said he came to bring a “sword” to
relationships that were close, even families
(Matthew 10:24-39). This does not mean we are
called upon to be obnoxious enough that we get
people fighting mad at us. But that may happen,
even though, especially though, we are being
loving in our demeanor and behavior. The same
principles shared above in the question about not
alienating unbelievers apply here. But we also
have the added benefit of using our love for our
family and theirs for us to appeal to them and beg
them to consider Christ.

I sometimes feel inferior to other
Christians who have been saved
longer than me. What do I do?
Stop it! You aren’t inferior. You may be less
experienced in the faith but you bring an energy
and freshness that all believers should
appreciate. So make mistakes, ask “dumb”
questions, and let these more experienced
believers have a chance to add to your
understanding of the faith.

What should I do if a fellow Christian
hurts or offends me?
Jesus taught us in Matthew 18:15-35 that we
should first go to that person privately and seek
humbly to try to resolve our differences. This
may take several meetings and definitely much
prayer and a willingness to see our own fault in
the matter. Second, if that fails, we are to take
two or three witnesses with us who will be able to
judge between us in this matter. It may be that
they see our fellow Christian as in the right or
they may see us in the right, or they may see us
both having some things right and some wrong.
Their recommendations should then be followed
and reconciliation attempted. A third option if
the offending Christian refuses to respond in
reconciliation is to take the matter to the leaders
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Ideas for Fellowship Growth
 Ask God to put on your heart the name of
someone He wants you to love in
Christian fellowship in a more godly way
than you have.
 Ask Him to help you develop a two-step
plan based on Romans 12:9-21 that will
move you forward in this new pattern of
godly love.
 Ask a fellow Christian whom you trust to
hold you accountable for following through
with this plan and to help you craft it more
effectively, if need be.
 Thank Him for the progress He works in
you and in your relationship with this
believer.

Scripture to memorize for this week:
John 13:35
By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.

For further study:
Love, Acceptance and Forgiveness, Jerry Cook and Stanley
Baldwin
Bold Love, Dan Allender and Tremper Longman

Dr. Randall Johnson

