Your First Steps in Discipleship: Thirteen Discipleship Essentials

Dr. Randall Johnson

Pass The Plate
Giving
Do you usually give to the homeless guys standing on street corners or even the
firemen passing around boots to contribute money? Why or why not?

First Thoughts…
Many people have reported trying to talk to
someone about Christianity only to hear the
person complain about every time they attend
a church the preacher is asking for money. We
have possibly heard the televangelists make
fabulous claims about how a little seed money
sent to them will be multiplied by God. And
many preach that God is committed to making
us financially wealthy if we’ll only believe.

But the biblical teaching is much more sober
and challenging than that. From God’s
perspective all that we have is really on loan
from Him. We do not own it, He does. He lets
us use it to demonstrate how faithful we are to
Him. This is a lifelong learning experience. We
want to cling and He wants us to release to
Him.

Bible Exploration
Read 1 Corinthians 16:1-4 and answer the following
questions:
1.

The “collection for God’s people” that Paul is referring
to is one he initiated for the believers in Jerusalem
(mostly Jews). He wanted it to come from their
Gentile (non-Jewish) brethren in the churches Paul
had planted. He wanted it to be a testimony of the
unity of the church throughout the world. Why do you
think Paul wanted his friends at Corinth to save some
money each week for this offering instead of making a
collection when he came?

2.

What do you think might be the benefit of doing our
giving to church on a weekly or monthly basis instead
of just once in a while in a lump sum?

3.

Paul says each should give according to his income
(KJV, as God has prospered him). Why does he need
to say this?

4.

How do you explain Paul’s concern to have men the
Corinthians approved to take the gift to Jerusalem?

5.

Why do you think Paul leaves open the possibility that
he might accompany the gift and the Corinthian men
to Jerusalem?

On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum
of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no
collections will have to be made. – 1 Corinthians 16:2
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FWQ: Frequently Wondered Questions
(but not often asked)
•

Pick one or two and discuss whether you
agree or disagree with the answer and why.

How much time or money
should I give to the church?
The New Testament does not specify an
amount.
However, the understood
amount from even the days of Abraham
was ten percent. In Genesis 14 after
Abraham rescued his nephew Lot and
took a lot of spoils of war from the
defeated kings who enslaved Lot and his
fellow citizens, he gave 10% of it to
Melchizedek, the priest‐king of Salem
(former name for Jerusalem) as a way of
giving it to God. The tithe (tithe means a
tenth) became at some point in history
the understood representation of how
much of our income to give to God as a
symbol that He owns all of it. In the legislation of
Moses the tithe was used to provide for the Levites
and priests who did not get land in the conquered
holy land and served in the tabernacle and later the
temple, and it was used to help support the poor
(Leviticus 27:30; Numbers 18:21‐29; Deuteronomy
12:6‐18; 14:22‐29; 26:12).

can give more. God honors our heart beyond
the amount line on our checks (2 Corinthians
8:1‐5, 13‐15; 9:7), but He also honors a generous
spirit (2 Corinthians 9:6‐11).
As far as giving our time goes, this too may be
thought of in terms of a tithe, but the issue
concerns how we recognized all the priorities
God has for us. A parent or spouse may need
to give more time to his family or mate at
certain times and find more freedom at other
times to spend in church related ministry.
Americans have done a bad job of prioritizing
their time and have become the busiest
people on earth, with little time for reflecting
or spending with people, which is God’s heart.

Though there is no requirement given in the New
Testament to tithe, ten percent is a good
benchmark for our giving. Paul told the Corinthians
to put aside weekly an amount in accord with their
income (1 Corinthians 16:2). This principle applies to
those on the ends of the spectrum financially in
that those on the lower end might not be able to
give as much as 10% and those on the higher end
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Is there a difference in God’s eyes
between giving to the church and giving
to other ministries or the needy outside
of church?
God’s ultimate goal is for us to recognize that our
money, as well as our talents and time, are not our
own but His. His secondary goal is for us to be wise in
the investment of our time, talents and money. A
church should be monitoring those causes to which it
gives to ensure that the money is being used wisely.
When you give directly to a ministry you may have less
accountability for how their funds are used. Paul made
a big deal of accountability in the funds he was raising
for the Jerusalem church (1 Corinthians 16:1‐4). If your
church does not have a strategy for the use of its funds
(ministry at home, missions, etc.), you should devise
your own based in what God’s Word says should be
priorities. Spending it all on yourself is wrong. Seeing
the important ways God’s kingdom can be advanced
strategically is right.

Does the Bible promise prosperity
to those who give generously?
No. There are a number of proverbs in the
book of Proverbs that indicate that the normal
pattern in God’s world is for the generous to
prosper (Proverbs 11:25) but Scripture also sees
the possibility that God’s good people can
experience poverty even though they have
faith (Mark 12:44). The Corinthians had come to
believe that their superior faith and spirituality
would make them wealthy and became
embarrassed that Paul the apostle was not, but
he was honored to be considered the “refuse of
the world” for Christ’s sake. If even the
apostles were not enriched monetarily by their
faith, why should we expect to be? Paul urged
generosity of spirit and said that “God is able to
make all grace abound to you, so that in all
things at all times, having all that you need, you
will abound in every good work” and that “he
who supplies seed to the sower and bread for
food will also supply and increase your store of
seed and will enlarge the harvest of your
righteousness” (2 Corinthians 9:8,10), not your
pocketbook.

A generous man will prosper;
he who refreshes others will himself be
refreshed.
~ Proverbs 11:25
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Living It Out
1. Evaluate how much you are giving annually
and determine what percentage of your net
income that is.

2. Determine by God’s help to increase by 2%
the amount you give over the next three
months and see how God works in your life.

3. Keep increasing by 2% every three months
until you reach 10% if you are not already
there. Monitor your discomfort or lack
thereof and seek the Lord’s heart as you
move in this direction. Are there things you
have had to give up? Do you miss the money
you have given? Has it challenged you to
trust God more? Have you felt a loosening
of your grip on what “belongs” to you?

Scripture to memorize for this week:
2 Corinthians 9:7
Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give,
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver.
For further study:
Giving; John Ortberg, Laurie Pederson, and Judson Poling
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