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Offering Hope to the World
WITNESSING
What would you say to someone who asked you
to explain why you are always so calm and
strong when things go bad?

For Reference
Witnessing is something you do in court, right?

As a witness
you tell the court, the judge and the jury, what you saw or
experienced. You are not responsible for making them believe it
or for determining what decision they make as a result. Your
only responsibility is to tell the truth.
We are supposed to tell the truth about what Jesus has done in
our lives. We’re supposed to let people know that when we were
running our own lives we thoroughly messed things up. We
made bad decisions, we led lives of little or no purpose, and the
most important person in the universe was ourselves, not the
One who made us. But when we learned that He had provided
complete forgiveness through Jesus, and that all we had to do
was trust Him to take our lives and make them new, He did so.
Now we have a sense of right relationship with Him, He matters
to what we do with every aspect of our lives.

Can you be a witness?

1 Peter 15 But in your hearts set apart Christ as
3:15-16 Lord. Always be prepared to give an

answer to everyone who asks you to give
the reason for the hope that you have. But
do this with gentleness and respect,
16keeping a clear conscience, so that those
who speak maliciously against your good
behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their
slander.

Psalm 12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation

51:12-15 and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.
13 Then I will teach transgressors your
ways, and sinners will turn back to you.
14 Save me from bloodguilt, O God, the
God who saves me, and my tongue will
sing of your righteousness. 15 O Lord,
open my lips, and my mouth will declare
your praise.

Luke35They brought it to Jesus, threw their

19:35-40cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36As

he went along, people spread their cloaks
on the road. 37When he came near the
place where the road goes down the Mount
of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples
began joyfully to praise God in loud voices
for all the miracles they had seen:
38"Blessed is the king who comes in the
name of the Lord!" "Peace in heaven and
glory in the highest!" 39Some of the
Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus,
"Teacher, rebuke your disciples!" 40"I tell
you," he replied, "if they keep quiet, the
stones will cry out."

But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give
an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that
you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, - 1Peter 3:15-16
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Points to Ponder

For Reference

1. Read 1 Peter 3:15,16 and define what the crucial elements
of witnessing are according to this passage.

2. Read John 4:1-26 and describe the steps Jesus followed to
leading this woman from death to life.

John
4:7-26

7When a Samaritan woman came to draw
water, Jesus said to her, "Will you give me
a drink?" 8(His disciples had gone into the
town to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman
said to him, "You are a Jew and I am a
Samaritan woman. How can you ask me
for a drink?" (For Jews do not associate
with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, "If
you knew the gift of God and who it is that
asks you for a drink, you would have asked
him and he would have given you living
water." 11"Sir," the woman said, "you have
nothing to draw with and the well is deep.
Where can you get this living water? 12Are
you greater than our father Jacob, who gave
us the well and drank from it himself, as did
also his sons and his flocks and herds?"
13Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks
this water will be thirsty again, 14but
whoever drinks the water I give him will
never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him
will become in him a spring of water
welling up to eternal life." 15The woman
said to him, "Sir, give me this water so that
I won't get thirsty and have to keep coming
here to draw water."
16He told her, "Go, call your husband and
come back." 17"I have no husband," she
replied. Jesus said to her, "You are right
when you say you have no husband. 18The
fact is, you have had five husbands, and the
man you now have is not your husband.
What you have just said is quite true."
19"Sir," the woman said, "I can see that
you are a prophet. 20Our fathers worshiped
on this mountain, but you Jews claim that
the place where we must worship is in
Jerusalem."
21Jesus declared, "Believe me, woman, a
time is coming when you will worship the
Father neither on this mountain nor in
Jerusalem. 22You Samaritans worship
what you do not know; we worship what
we do know, for salvation is from the Jews.
23Yet a time is coming and has now come
when the true worshipers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth, for they are the
kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24God
is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in
spirit and in truth." 25The woman said, "I
know that Messiah" (called Christ) "is
coming. When he comes, he will explain
everything to us." 26Then Jesus declared, "I
who speak to you am he."
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FWQ: Frequently Wondered Questions
(but not often asked)
•

Pick one or two and discuss whether you agree or
disagree with the answer and why.

I feel very uncomfortable sharing my
faith with those I don't know are
Christians or not. How do I get over
this? I don't know that you ever get over this.

What are some practical ways to
overcome the barrier of fear?
(1) Become as practiced as you can at sharing
your personal story in short or in more developed
ways.

You are facing someone with eternal issues at
stake. You are putting yourself out there as
committed to a doctrine that most people find
offensive. You are risking being viewed as some
fanatic for your beliefs. You may draw persecution
to yourself. None of this should make you feel
comfortable, but should instead drive you to God
for help and courage.

(2) Spend time praying for God's prompting and
wisdom for each opportunity you face.
(3) Become as knowledgeable as you can be
about the essential elements of the gospel.
(4) Do as much as you can with other Christians
teaming up with you, or at least praying for you
as you take on opportunities to witness.

“When should I use words
to share Christ versus
remaining quiet and letting
my actions speak?”
You should use actions in every situation
where you cannot speak or where the Spirit
of God has not given you the prompting to
speak.
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FWQ (continued)
Are there any icebreakers that seasoned
Christians use?

picture

Yes. Prayer for the Spirit's wisdom is first, then
looking for an entrance into conversation that can be
steered toward spiritual things. One helpful set of
questions that can open doors for patient listening
and potential sharing are:
• Do you have any spiritual beliefs?
• Who is Jesus to you?
• Do you believe in a heaven or a hell?
• If you were to die tonight, do you think you
would go to heaven or hell?
• If you were wrong about what you believe
would you want to know it?
Another possibility is to ask the two diagnostic
questions:
• If you were to die tonight, do you know for
sure that you would go to heaven?
• If you died and stood before God and He said,
'Why should I let you into My heaven,' what
would you say?
Perhaps the greatest mistake we can make is thinking
we have to share everything we believe every time we
witness and destroy every wrong belief we hear in the
person we are witnessing to. Just asking the
questions, or even just one of them, might be all God
is calling you to do at the time. Simply sharing what
happened in your life might be all God is calling on
you to do this time.

What does Evangelical mean and what
is the difference between and
Evangelical and a Methodist, Baptist,
Lutheran or other denomination?
Evangelical normally means someone who holds to
the authority of Scripture and its teaching that
humans are lost forever unless they personally
welcome God's offer of life in Jesus Christ by
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renouncing their self-determination.
Evangelicals believe that it is their responsibility
to share the message of life with all who don't
know it so that they may have a chance to gain
eternal life. Evangelical is not a denomination,
but a Christian worldview. A Methodist, Baptist
or any other denominational Christian can be an
Evangelical or not.

Why should I share my faith? Isn't
it a personal decision to have a
relationship with Christ? It is a personal
decision to have a relationship with Christ, but
the Bible tells us that those who don't know
Christ are ultimately unwilling to know the truth
about Christ and will find all kinds of ways to
deny the truth. God commands us to speak the
truth as we have opportunity in order to
challenge the unwillingness of those who don't
know Christ. If Jesus had not spoken to the
woman who came to the well (John 4) she
would not have moved toward spiritual things.
We also believe that if people don't embrace
Christ as rescuer, they won't be rescued and will
perish in eternal separation from God. Taking
an antibiotic to cure you of pneumonia is a
personal decision, but if you didn't realize you
had pneumonia and that someone had an
antibiotic, you would never make that personal
decision, and the one who knew and had the
cure would be guilty of withholding vital
information.
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A Simple Outline For
Sharing Your Personal
Story of Faith
Take a moment to share your experiences below
with the group. Always be prepared to share these
topics with others when given the opportunity to do
so.
•

How My Life Was Hopeless Before Christ

•

How I Came to Know Christ as My Hope

•

How My Life Is an Experience of Growing
Hope Now

For further study:
Just a Walk Across the Room, by Bill Hybels (Video and book)
Evangelism For the Faint-Hearted, Floyd Schneider
Permission Evangelism, Michael L. Simpson
Share Jesus Without Fear, William Fay and Linda Shepherd
Witnessing Without Fear, Bill Bright
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